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The best thing I’ve seen lately

“} made the final matinee performance of August: Osage County and 'm so
glad | did. The MTC’s production completely knocked me over. So stimulating,

so compelling. Really, one of the most exciting plays I've ever seen.”

Trevor Green, managing director of Melbourne Symphony Orchestra

Gripping: Lexi Freiman, John Gaden (middle) and Marcus Graham in Pericles.

Picture: MIKE KEATING

» theatre

Pericles

By: William Shakespeare

Presented by: Bell Shakespeare
Where: Playhouse, Arts Centre, until
August 22

Reviewer: Kate Herbert
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IRECTOR and actor John Bell

has a special gift for illuminating

the plays and language of
Shakespeare for a modern audience.
He enlightens us about their meaning,
poetry, story, comedy, violence and,
mostly, their humanity. May the Bard
bless him.

Bell’s production of Pericles is
dynamic, passionate, funny and
inventively staged and designed. Bell
makes it a spectacle, a pageant, a
mythical ocean-going journey with
multicultural choreography (Gavin
Robins), vivid costumes and evocative
percussion and bamboo flute music by
TaikOz.

The stage design (Julie Lynch)
echoes Japanese Noh Theatre, the
backdrop bears an enormous,
luminous moon to remind us of the
goddess Diana, and huge, colourful
drapes provide changes of location.

Any flaws in the structure, narrative
and poetry of the text are explained by
scholarly arguments that its first three
acts were probably not written by
Shakespeare. The narrative is episodic
and lacks the Bard’s usual classical
unity of time, place and action, though
it embodies some of his themes.

Marcus Graham is magnetic and
transformational as Pericles, the King
of Tyre, who roams the oceans,
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suffering the storms of Neptune .
the loss of his kingdom, wife and
daughter.

Graham makes sense of — and finds
comedy and tragedy in — the epic
journey of this tormented man.

Medieval poet John Gower wrote
the legend on which Pericles is based,
and Gower (John Gaden) is the
narrator for the play.

Gaden is wry and engaging as he
delivers Gower’s galloping and often
child-like rhymes. Gaden brings
dignity and humour to his multiple
roles as Gower, Cerimon, the wise
healer, and King Simonides.

The first halfis a deliciously eclectic
blend of choreographic story-telling,
ethereal music, storms at sea, comedy.
and pageantry.

Graham and Gaden shine, backed by
alarge ensemble. Philip Dodd is strong
as Pericles’ loyal lord, Helicanus.

After interval the raunchy, modern
brothel-keepers entertain the
audience.

The most moving moment of the
play is the reunion of Pericles and his
long-lost daughter Marina (Andrea
Demetriades). Graham rivets the eye
even when silent and shrouded in
Pericles’ rags, and Demetriades
combines girlish coyness with ardent
commitment.

My one quibble is the voices of some
actors sounded unsupported and
lacked the technique to fill the theatre.
This was particularly evident with
Julie Goss as Dionyza and Lexi
Freiman as Thaisa.

Pericles is a marvellous, fantastical
trip and John Bell’s production
captivates with its mix of
contemporary with ancient and
comedy with tragedy.

" Room for

An offer of studio space will be a springboard for
someone’s creative career, writes Harbant Gill

HE hot-pink door with the
number 10 at Richmond’s
Appleton Street Studios has
been locked since artist Sandra
Bardas died on December 27, 2007.

Her series of paintings inspired by
the plight of asylum-seekers covers the
wall outside.

Now her husband, David Bardas,
and Appleton co-owner Jeff Martin are
opening her studio as a free space for
one young artist each year.

The Bardas family, which includes
six children and 10 grandchildren, will
also give $5000 in art materials'to one
lucky artist every year.

“We would like to encourage young,
beginning artists,” Bardas says of the
Sandra Bardas Studio Grant.

“Sandra was always good at
encouraging people, and I am too.

“It would be good to encourage a
young superstar, the Brett Whiteley or
David Larwill of tomorrow.”

Inquiries are already pouring in
about the free space in the two-storey
building, which has 16 studios, a dining
area where artists meet for lunch and a
lounge where ideas are exchanged.

Jeff Martin and gallery owner
Robert Gould will draw up a shortlist
of applicants and hand it to the Bardas
family.

“The family will make more of an
emotional decision based on what
Sandra would want,” says Martin, who
is busy preparing an exhibition for the
Sydney food festival.

Sandra Bardas and Jeff Martin set up
the studios in 2005 when they couldn’t
find premises to suit their needs.

It grew to become a vibrant
community of artists that included
Andrew Mcllroy and Bill Burrows.

Sandra Bardas, daughter of Victor
and Loti Smorgon, was on the boards
of the Royal Children’s Hospital, the
Playbox and Malthouse theatres and
the Centre for Contemporary
Photography.

She was awarded the Order of
Australia in 2004 for more than 30
years of work with indigenous groups.

Martin says: “Sandra was very
intuitive and very good at joining
people with people.

“She said to me once that if we're
ever in a position to set up a grant for
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To her door: David Bardas (left) and Jeff Martin.

young artists, that would be a good
thing to do. Without Sandra’s
encouragement and hand on my back,
pushing me occasionally, I wouldn’t be
where I am now.
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“I couldn’t bring myself to rent out
her studio, so this was a natural
progression. It seems like the right
thing to do, and it’s the right time.

“With commitment and an.

artist

understanding of the responsibility of
working in a communal space, the
chosen artist can fulfil a dream while
getting a kickstart for their career.”

Grant applications are open to
artists under 30. Young Aboriginal and
Torres Strait island artists are
encouraged to apply.

It seems like
the right
thing to do, and it’s
the right time

The winner will be announced on
October 5 each year, Sandra’s birthday,
for the grant beginning in January.

David Bardas finds it emotionally
tough to enter her studio.

“We were together 48 years. Iused to
drop in here once a week,” he says, eyes
moistening. “Just to make sure she was
working,” he adds with a smile.

The colourful SANDRA sign above
the studio door, painted by the artist’s
grandchildren, will remain.

BETEA Applications for the Sandra

Bardas Studio Grant close on Sept 1.
www.appletonstreetstudios.com




